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Greetings Dear Friends and Family,  

There is much to be thankful for here at Prairie Aviation Training 

Center (PATC).  However, we have a problem this year that hasn’t 

been experienced at this level in the past. Since we joined PATC in 

January 2025, we have had 12 students start their training in May 

2025, 4 more in September 2025, and now another 12 this past 

May.  Almost all of them are still activity flying and progressing in 

their training. This is pretty cool to see, as in the past, we have 

tended to see a much higher rate of attrition. Most times, attrition 

in the flight program is due to the  3 M’s: money, medical issues, 

and motivation.   

Along with our fulltime program students, we’ve also been able to 

accommodate a number of students who are here just for 1 or 2 

flight modules. We’ve had good winter weather and now many of 

the students are at a point where they are flying longer cross 

country flights. It has been stretching and challenging to manage the 

schedule on top of my flight instructor responsibilities.  

With the start of another 12 students, and the ongoing work with the 

remaining students from last year, we are thankful to have 3 additional 

instructors for the next little while to help with this new batch of students.   

On a different note, the ground work for our new training facility out at the 

airport started a month ago and, if everything goes to plan, we will be 

moving in at the end of the year or early next year.   

On a personal note, I’ve had the privilege of progressing into more complex 

aircraft training. This has also been a time of personal growth in the 

technical sense. Despite having lots of experience in a Cessna Caravan C208 

Amphib, I have found the C210, which is smaller, more challenging to fly 

than its bigger brother C208. I’ll just simply say complex piston engine 

aircraft are more work than turbine powered aircraft. This additional 

responsibility will also provide the opportunity for me to train most of the students at PATC at some point in their 

training. If I don’t see them in the tailwheel module, it’s quite likely see them in the complex, or mountain module.   

The relationships developed with this group of students has been a big factor that has kept us here at PATC this 

past year as there have been a few tempting job opportunities that have come and gone.  It’s a rare privilege to 

have a place where one can have impact on the lives of the next generation in both the technical and non-technical 

realms of their lives. 

Instrument Training Flight (note his special glasses that 

limit his view) 

New Engine Break in Flight with Lukas K. 
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Please pray with us:  

• For Greg and Julie as they 

work at Prairie College/

PATC. 

• Jaclynn and Isaac as they 

look to save money so they 

can further their education. 

• Franklin as he learns new 

roles at work and at the 

church that he attends. 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 314 

Trochu, AB T0M 2C0 
 

Email us at:  
gregjuliefij@gmail.com   
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Blessings From the Dole Clan, “Radical obedience to Christ is not easy… It’s not comfort, not health, not 

wealth, and not prosperity in this world. Radical obedience to Christ risks losing 

all these things. But in the end, such risk finds its reward in Christ. And he is 

more than enough for us.”  David Platt  

Thank you to everyone who has already subscribed to our Epistle site! We are 

enjoying being able to share so much more with you in real time.  
 

If you have not yet joined us, we invite you to take the leap! Epistle provides a 

secure way for us to share stories, videos, updates, prayer request, etc. You are 

also able to communicate with us and the best of all is, the notifications will 

come straight to your inbox! Our goal is to transition all our communication to 

Epistle, but we need your help.  
 

To follow along with us on this platform, please SUBSCRIBE to our site by clicking 

on/typing in this link: 

onhiswingsoflove.epistle.org/subscribe 

 

For those who still prefer hardcopies sent via Canada Post, we will continue to 

send out two newsletters a year. Thank you so much for your help as we make 

this exciting change to the way we can connect with you!  

Have you SUBSCRIBED yet? 

On the family front, life keeps moving forward. Julie has been 

busy working at the college in the housekeeping department 

and they have transitioned to the summer schedule. This means 

deep cleaning and hosting a lot of conferences. Julie was also 

able to meet up with Isaac down in Michigan this past March 

and surprise her family by showing up for her brother’s 

wedding.   

Along with keeping busy with work and ministry, we have also 

been able to host a few dinners with some groups of college 

students in our home. They have been a mix of aviation students 

and other students that have been attending our church here in 

Trochu.  

Jaclynn has spent her days filled with being a volunteer youth 

leader, cleaning a few ladies’ houses, working on VBS projects, 

and being a waitress one or two days a week. Franklin and Isaac 

continue to enjoy living together and going about their lives in 

MB. Their days are filled with work, young adult events at their 

church, and enjoying the warmer weather that we are starting 

to slowly get.   

Isaac & Julie trip to a family Wedding 
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